
PLEASE vote NO on HB 5263 
 
This bill will allow the processing of thousands of rabbits and will bring factory-like farming conditions of 
rabbits to CT under the guise of promoting farming in the state.   
 
This is cruel, and while the rest of the country has recognized and elevated rabbits as pets, Connecticut 
is taking a step back in proposing this initiative. 
 
Rabbits are the third most common pet, right behind dogs and cats.  I have had pet rabbits for most of 
my life - they are intelligent and loving creatures. 
 
Pet stores like Petco and PetSmart no longer sell rabbits, they only display rabbits for adoption as they 
do cats and dogs. 
 
Whole Foods and other specialty stores stopped selling rabbit meat after concluding there was no 
market for sales. 
 
The cosmetic industry has been moving away from using rabbits in their testing, and many people only 
purchase from companies who are 'leaping bunny certified'. 
 
While no positive cases (yet) in Connecticut, the rabbit hemorrhagic disease (RHDV2) is still frightening 
to all rabbit owners.  Bringing factory farming of rabbits into Connecticut with the possibility of a 
breeding ground for this disease is extremely concerning. 
 
Once again, I ask that you vote NO on HB 5263 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Danielle Heller 
121 Thornton St, Hamden, CT 06517 
 


